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NCO conference to bring together more than 30 nations 
Planned meeting “an invaluable opportunity” says USAREUR CSM 
 
GRAFENWOEHR, Germany – It will be like no noncommissioned officer professional 
development session ever held before, not because of the unique topics, but because of 
the unique participants. 

Noncommissioned officers from more than 30 countries will meet in Grafenwoehr later 
this month for a historic, first-of-its-kind conference, the Conference of European Armies 
for NCOs. 

The purpose of the conference is “to engage noncommissioned officers of European and 
Eurasian ground forces in a frank and open discussion on military matters,” said U.S. 
Army, Europe Command Sgt. Major Iuniasolua Savusa. 

The conference is part of the European Command Theater Security Cooperation Program. 
The program serves as a multinational forum for countries in the EUCOM area of 
responsibility to share information about their security assistance programs.  

Working with U.S. embassies in partner countries, U.S. Army, Europe manages programs 
to improve military and security capabilities and to build interoperability between U.S. 
military forces and their partner nations.  

Some of USAREUR’s other Theater Security Cooperation initiatives include partner 
nation Soldiers attending the Warrior Leader Course in Grafenwoehr and units 
participating in joint training exercises at the Joint Multinational Readiness Center in 
Hohenfels. 

During the three-day conference senior noncommissioned officers from more than 30 
countries will discuss several NCO professional development topics. The conference 
attendees will participate in forums on NCO roles, responsibilities and authorities; NCO 
education; NCO roles in combat and nation building; and building a professional NCO 
corps.  

In addition, the participants will tour the Noncommissioned Officer Academy at 
Grafenwoehr and observe a live-fire training exercise. 

“This is the first of what we hope will become an annual conference,” Savusa said.  “It’s 
an invaluable opportunity for us, as noncommissioned officers, to exchange ideas and 



discuss doctrine. I see this as a forum for the United States Army noncommissioned 
officers to share our experience with our partner nations who are building professional 
NCO corps.  It’s also an opportunity for us to learn from their models and experience. 

“Thirty years ago when I joined the Army, this would have been impossible to achieve. 
This conference shows you how much progress we have made with our European and 
Eurasian partner nations,” Savusa said. 

The conference will be held from June 20 to 22. More than 80 senior noncommissioned 
officers are slated to attend. 
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